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Time allowed for this paper (or as determined by the school)  
Reading time before commencing work:  Ten minutes 
Working time for paper:  Three hours 
 
 

Materials required/recommended for this paper 

To be provided by the supervisor 
This Question Paper 
Standard Answer Book 
 
 

To be provided by the candidate 
Standard items: pens, pencils, eraser or correction fluid, ruler, highlighter 
Special items: nil 
 
 

Important note to candidates 
No other items may be taken into the examination room. It is your responsibility to ensure that 
you do not have any unauthorised notes or other items of a non-personal nature in the 
examination room. If you have any unauthorised material with you, hand it to the supervisor 
before reading any further. 
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Structure of this paper 

Section 
Number of 
questions 
available 

Number of 
questions to 
be answered 

Suggested 
working time 

(minutes) 

Marks 
available 

Percentage of 
exam 

Section One: 
Comprehending  

3 3 60 30  30 

Section Two: 
Responding 

6 1 60 40 40 

Section Three: 
Composing 

5 1 60 30 30 

   
 

Total  100 

 
 
 
Instructions to candidates 

1. The rules for the conduct of Western Australian external examinations are detailed in the 
WACE Manual. Sitting this examination implies that you agree to abide by these rules. 

2. Write your answers to each section in the Standard Answer Book or paper supplied by the 
school or college.  

3. You must be careful to confine your responses to the specific questions asked and to 
follow any instructions that are specific to a particular question. 

 
 
 
 
In Section Two: Responding, you must make primary reference to any text or text type that you 
have studied. 
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Section One: Comprehending       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are three (3) texts and three (3) questions. Answer all questions. 

 

You are required to comprehend and analyse unseen written and visual texts and respond 

concisely in approximately 200-300 words for each question. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 

 

 
 
Question 1           (10 marks) 
 
Examine how language features in Text 1 help readers understand the protagonist.  

 
 
Question 2           (10 marks) 
 
Discuss how voice works to develop particular issues in Text 2. 
 
 
 
Question 3           (10 marks) 
 
Explain how visual elements in Text 3 persuade people to act.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 1 
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Text 1 
 
The following is an extract from Jock Serong’s 2014 crime novel, Quota.  
 
 
Barry Egan knew his way around a steamed dim sim. Warm white paper bag heavy between his 

thighs, cold can of Pasito wedged by the handbrake. The dusk had been still on the drive out to 

Antonias Beach, the ocean lying exhausted after days of southerly gales. The night falling wide 

around him on the way up the gravel track to the cliff top. He knew from long experience he 

would feel the view from the cliffs more than see it. 

 

He pulled the ute to a halt in the carpark, the bullbar nudging at the pine railing. Rolled the radio 

dial between heavy fingers around to 3PF, Hits on the West Coast, and killed the motor. 

 

Tuesday nights at Antonias. The quiz at eight and before that the secret sound. Tonight’s sound 

was an odd hollow thump that had him perplexed until some old codger rang from down the 

coast to pick it correctly as someone banging out a cappuccino handle on a bin. 

 

Not being a drinker of fancy coffee, Barry took this as one for the tossers. No reflection on him. 

He was a simple man and he liked very much to tell people he was a simple man. But there were 

things he knew very well, things that snapped taut in his head like a reflex. Cars and trivia. Trivia 

and cars. Trivia about cars. 

 

For most of his fifty-six years Barry had traded auto parts and hoarded information, the factual 

rubbish others would discard to keep their house-proud minds prim like a brick veneer. He was 

more of a two-bedroom hardiplank surrounded by rusty wreckage and Lou Mantello’s quiz on 

3PF was pitched right where he liked it. Natural disasters, goal-kicking records, dodgy politicians, 

Bee Gees lyrics.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 2 
 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of 
this document. 
 



ETAWA ENGLISH 5  ATAR YEAR 11 

© ETAWA 2016 

 

Text 2 
 
The following is an excerpt from the 2006 novel Swallow the Air by Indigenous author Tara June 
Winch, The story follows the lives of Billy and May as they deal with their mother’s sudden death 
and being taken in by their Aunty. 
 
 
We carried our bikes to the taps and washed our feet. Billy’s feet were so much darker than 

mine; he’d sometimes tease me and call me a ‘halfie’ and ‘coconut’. We’d be laughing and 

chasing each other around the yard being racist and not even knowing it.  

 

I peered out past the bitou1 bush toward the point, following the pairs of surfers’ legs 

disappearing over each wave. The sea was again a moving silver gull, mirroring sunset’s 

embedded lilac. And I was again a child.  

 

When we arrived at Aunty’s house there was a police car parked out front, its wheels scraping 

against the gutter. There were no flashing lights, no siren. We tossed our bikes into the yard and 

Aunty leapt off the porch and shuffled us inside, just as Mum had earlier that day shuffled us out. 

Her arms were sticky against my shoulders; she was shaking and sighing like sleeping through a 

bad dream.  

 

She sat us down at the kitchen table and opened the top cupboards, the ones with the barley 

sugar in them, though she looked inside at the back walls only to gather her thoughts. She flung 

her head down, limp at the neck; still gripping the cupboard handles. Aunty cried a lot, it made 

Billy cry too. I thought she looked like Jesus, with her arms holding the rest of her up like that.  

 

She sounded all broken up, like each word was important but foreign. ‘Your mum – she gone. 

She gone away for a long time, kids. Me sista, she had to leave us.’ Aunty wasn’t sure of the 

words. They’d never crossed her lips before, not when Mum went to the TAB, not when she went 

to Woolies either. I knew she was dead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 3 

  

                                                 
1 A bitou bush is an evergreen flowering shrub or small tree.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version 
of this document. 
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Text 3 
 
“We Must Make This a Thing of the Past” is an advertisement from the 2013 Save the Children 
Fund Campaign.  
 
The text at the bottom reads: “It’s frightening to think children today still don’t have access to 
clean water, are recruited as soldiers, or employed as prostitutes. These are some of the many 
issues Save the Children is working to make obsolete. Don’t miss our unique ‘Make it a Thing of 
the Past’ exhibition at Southern Cross Station, corner of Collins and Spencer Streets, 3-12 July.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Section One 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this 
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Section Two: Responding        (40 Marks) 

In this section there are six (6) questions. Answer one (1) question.  

 

Your response should demonstrate your understanding of form, purpose, context and audience. 

 

You must make primary reference to any text or text type that you have studied. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 

 

 
 

Question 4          (40 marks) 
 
Discuss how one text you have studied represents different voices. 
 
 
Question 5          (40 marks) 
 
Analyse how one text you have studied uses language features to present ideas about the 
human experience.  
 
 
Question 6          (40 marks) 
 
Reading and viewing texts make us more empathetic. 
 
Respond to this statement with reference to at least one written and one visual text you have 
studied. 
 
 
Question 7          (40 marks) 
 
With reference to one or more texts you have studied, examine how and why texts reinforce or 
challenge dominant attitudes. 
 
 
Question 8          (40 marks) 
 
Compare how two texts you have studied work to promote specific perspectives. 
 
 
Question 9          (40 marks) 
 
Discuss how the context of production has influenced the construction of at least one text you 
have studied. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Section Two 
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Section Three: Composing       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are five (5) questions. Answer one (1) question. 

 

You are required to demonstrate writing skills by choosing a form of writing appropriate to a 

specific audience, context and purpose. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 

 

 
Question 10          (30 marks) 
 
“Memories warm you up from the inside. But they also tear you apart.” (Haruki Murakami) 
 
Incorporate this quote into a piece of narrative writing. 
 
 

Question 11          (30 marks) 
 
Construct an argument for or against the notion that social media is powerful. 
 
 

Question 12          (30 marks) 
 
“There are two good things in life, freedom of thought and freedom of action.” (W. Somerset 
Maugham) 
 
Use this statement or the ideas it contains in a piece of writing in a form of your choice. 
 
 

Question 13          (30 marks) 
 
Write an imaginative piece from the perspective of a marginalised narrator. 
 
 

Question 14          (30 marks) 
 
Use the ideas suggested by this image at the beginning or end of a short narrative.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
End of Examination  
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